
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Third edition in Europe 
 

Barcelona hosts the most important European 
summit of event professionals 

 
The CCIB and Hilton Diagonal Mar receive, from September 22 to 24, the PCMA European Influencers 
Summit where they will analyse and discuss the problems facing the congress and convention industry 

 
The program will highlight the key role of business events as drivers of global economic 

and social transformation 
 

Barcelona, September 23, 2019 
The International Convention Center of Barcelona (CCIB) and Hilton Diagonal Mar Barcelona hotel host, 

from September 22 to 24, the most important European summit of professionals who organize 

congresses and conventions. The "PCMA European Influencers Summit" is organized by PCMA, the 

most important in the sector. Until Tuesday, it will bring together 300 professionals and influencers who 

traditionally do not meet simultaneously to analyze and discuss the problems related to the industry in 

the area of Europe, Middle East and Africa. 

 

This morning took place at the CCIB the official opening of the third edition in Europe of this exclusive 

and unique summit, which has the support of Tourism of Barcelona and the Barcelona Convention 

Bureau (BCB). According to the president and CEO of PCMA, Sherrif Karamat, the event "has a key 

role in our mission to demonstrate how business events drive global economic and social 

transformation". On the choice of Barcelona, Karamat says that "Barcelona is a perfect fit for this year's 

event as the city's rich history, vibrant culture and innovations support the knowledge transfer we want 

to achieve". 

 

Also the general manager of the CCIB, Marc Rodríguez, stressed that "we have to be very proud of our 

activity" because "it is good for communities". "Our knowledge tourism is really important for society" 

and "for the economic and social development of cities", added Rodriguez during the inauguration 

together with the managing director of Tourism of Barcelona, Joan Torrella, and of the director of the 

BCB, Christoph Tessmar. Finally, he recalled the slogan “Bringing People Together” from GL events, 

current operator of the CCIB, and stressed that in the next two days “an incredible program awaits us”. 

 

For his part, the Area General Manager from Hilton Iberian Peninsula, Joachim Hartl, said that "we are 

very happy to be part of one of the most relevant meetings in the sector together with our CCIB 

neighbors". In addition, he underlined that "it is of great importance for Barcelona as a destination, and 

for us as a city hotel, to be able to host this type of manifestations and contribute to the development 



 

 

and positive impact of this profession in business tourism", he continued. Therefore, from Hilton 

Diagonal Mar Barcelona "we have prepared our facilities and equipment to be able to give maximum 

diffusion to this demonstration and diversify the Barcelona destination among the most important tourist 

segments of Europe," he said. 

 

Hilton Diagonal Mar Barcelona participates with the CCIB to host this benchmark event in the sector. 

The hotel will be the location of part of the meetings that make up the European congress program. The 

establishment received attendees Sunday with a welcome cocktail on the Purobeach Barcelona terrace. 

Likewise, the hotel, awarded as "Best Meeting & Conferences Hotel in Europe" by the World Travel 

Awards 2019, will host other moments in its renovated facilities for meetings and conventions, offering 

high-level gastronomic proposals and unexpected experiences, following its commitment to be a new 

innovative and flexible business hub. 

 

The European summit will feature dozens of presentations, master classes and workshops with 

speakers and senior executives from around the world. The meeting in Barcelona and its election to 

host the event, has once again positioned the city as the European leader in the sector. 

  


