
 

 

 
 

Barcelona Biosphere Commitment to Sustainable Tourism  
 

The CCIB obtains the Biosphere distinction for its sustainable 
management and promotion of responsible tourism 

 
• The convention centre receives the badge at an event with the first 50 companies to join the Barcelona 

Biosphere Commitment to Sustainability, which now has more than 200 registered  
 

• The initiative, promoted by the Barcelona City Council and the Barcelona Chamber of Commerce 
and Tourism of Barcelona, recognises companies that operate with a management that respects the 
environment, culture, working conditions, gender equality and social and economic return 
 

Barcelona, 10 December 2019  
 

The Barcelona International Convention Centre (CCIB), managed 
by GL events, has obtained the Biosphere distinction for its 
sustainable management and promotion of responsible tourism. 
It is among the first 50 companies to join the Barcelona Biosphere 
Commitment to Sustainable Tourism. The initiative, promoted by 
the Barcelona City Council and the Barcelona Chamber of 
Commerce and Tourism of Barcelona, recognises companies that 
operate with a management that respects the environment, 
culture, working conditions, gender equality and social and 
economic return. 
 

Barcelona was the first city in the world to obtain the Biosphere Certification for sustainable tourist destinations 
and, in 2019, the City Council began the process to roll out the badge among tourist companies and to make 
the city a sustainable and responsible destination. This Monday, the CCIB participated in awarding the first 
50 badges to those companies that have gone through the training and achieved the requirements. More than 
200 companies have now registered for the Barcelona Biosphere Commitment, based on a manual of good 
practices which sets out the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the United Nations, in order to 
obtain the Biosphere badge that the city holds. 
 
The Deputy General Manager of the CCIB, Carolina Garcia, highlighted the convention centre's contribution 
to making Barcelona a responsible destination, offering sustainable events and contributing to the social 
improvement of its surroundings and to the generation of wealth. "The CCIB has maintained a high social and 
environmental commitment since day one, especially with the neighbourhood and district entities", says 
Garcia. "Obtaining the Biosphere distinction will allow us to follow a path alongside the other companies and 
organisations of the city that share our commitment to developing sustainable tourism, to the environment, 
and to social improvement", she said. 
 
The CCIB's social and environmental actions  
Since 2011, the CCIB has collated all Corporate Social Responsibility actions in the annual CSR report, 
following the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI), which is the international reference standard. Since 2009 they 
have calculated, reduced and offset their CO₂ emissions, offered events which are sustainable from start to 



 

 

finish, and 94% of their suppliers are local. In addition, the CCIB has implemented an environmental 
management system that follows the criteria set out in the ISO 14001 and the EMAS (Eco Management and 
Audit Scheme) regulation. It has also obtained ISO 20121 certification for Sustainable Event Management 
and, this year, was the first convention centre in Europe to obtain the ISO 22000:2018 for Food Safety. 
 
The CCIB hosts nearly 120 events each year with more than 500,000 visitors, has created 500 full-time jobs 
and has an economic impact on the city of around €450 million per year. Furthermore, it is one of the founding 
organisations of the Barcelona Forum District (BFD), which brings together companies and entities from the 
Forum, where it is located, to make the area socially responsible. Since 2010, through partner companies, 
more than 500 people at risk of social exclusion have been employed. Similarly, the CCIB allocates 0.7% of 
its turnover each year to charitable projects. In 2018, this was more than €240,000 for 40 social projects -the 
majority of foundations and entities linked to the local area -through the free provision of spaces, direct 
financial contributions and donations of food and materials. 
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About CCIB and GL Events 
 
The International Convention Centre of Barcelona (CCIB) is one of the largest congress venues in southern Europe, with 
the capacity to host events of up to 15,000 delegates. The venue is more than 100,000 m2 for multifunctional use including 
the Convention Centre and the CCIB Forum Auditorium, spaces in which, since its opening in 2004 and until 2018, more 
than 1,370 events of all kinds and about 6.3 million delegates and visitors have been hosted. In these years, the centre 
has generated an accumulated economic impact in the city of more than 4.44 billion euros. 
 
GL events CCIB SL is the management company of the venue, owned by the City Council of Barcelona (12%), the 
Barcelona Guild of Hotels (8%) and the French company GL events (80%), European leader in the management of spaces 
and logistics of major events. 
 
Based in Lyon, GL events is listed on the Paris stock exchange and has three lines of business that afforded it a turnover 
of €1.040,5 million in 2018: GL events Life, GL events Exhibitions and GL events Venues. In this last area, the group 
manages a total of 50 spaces for events (congress centres, exhibition centres and multipurpose rooms), with more than 
one million square metres of marketable area in 27 destinations such as Paris, Brussels, La Haya, London, Istanbul, 
Ankara, Shanghai and Sao Paulo, as well as in Rio de Janeiro, where the company is growing rapidly. In addition, GL 
events Exhibitions has more than 250 trade fairs on its books and GL events Live has extensive experience in the provision 
of logistics services and temporary structures to prestigious sports events and other international events. Among the most 
recent are the Universal Exhibition in Milan, the annual meeting of the IMF and the World Bank in Lima and, in 2016, the 
Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro, the Eurocup in France and the COP22 in Marrakech. 
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